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The Good News

February 2022

Pastor’s Pen
On Sunday, February 6, we will be hearing from a representative from Bread for the World as part of our morning worship. Her
name is Nicole Schmidt, and she is the regional representative for
Ohio and Michigan. We are fortunate to have her with us so that we
can learn more about what this organization does. As the title suggests, Bread for the Word is a mission outreach which focuses on
combating hunger, not only in our local communities but literally
throughout the world. Last year, the session of our church set aside a
portion of our mission dollars to support their efforts in 2022 so this
is an opportunity to learn how your mission dollars are being put to
work and the difference they are making in people’s lives.
Our support of Bread for the World is a reminder of our identity as a Matthew 25 congregation in our presbytery. In the 25th chapter of Matthew, Jesus says, “I was hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then
he says, “In as often as you did this for the least of these, you did it to
me” (Matthew 25 verses 36,40). Being a Matthew 25 church means
to focus on a ministry to “the least of these,” that is, those who are
downtrodden and deprived of the essentials for viable living.
It’s important to emphasize that we support these efforts not
simply because it is good to show compassion but because the Bible
compels us to, both the Old and New Testaments. One of the distinctive characteristics of what it meant to be God’s covenant people in
the Old Testament was to care for the vulnerable. A couple of verses
which come to mind are from Isaiah: “Seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow” (Isaiah 1.17), and
“Shelter the outcasts; do not reveal the fugitive; let the outcasts sojourn among you” (Isaiah 16:3). These themes are echoed throughout the Old Testament. Often when God had a harsh word to his people it was because they neglected this aspect of who they were:
“What do you mean by crushing my people, by grinding the face of
the poor?” (Isaiah 3:15). Remember also that early in Jesus’ ministry
he proclaimed, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
anointed me to bring good news to the poor…” (Luke 4:18).
These actions should be a natural outflow of our personal relationship with Jesus, the Savior who has done for us what we could
never do for ourselves by way of his outpouring forgiveness and sacrifice, the one who grants us eternal life but at the same time compels
us to engage a broken world.
See you in church,

Pastor Peter

WORSHIP FOR FEBRUARY:
FEBRUARY 6:
On this Sunday we will hear about Bread
for the World. The sermon will be on the
Miracle of the Feeding of the Five Thousand as described in the Gospel of John
(John 6:1-14), when Jesus multiplied the
bread and fishes to feed the multitudes.
We will be celebrating the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper that day as well.
The message is called
“Key Players in a Miracle.”
FEBRUARY 13:
This Sunday looks at an encounter Jesus
had with a Roman Centurion (soldier),
Matthew 8:5-13.
By definition he was an outsider and an
enemy. The message is called,
“What We Can Learn from an Enemy.”
FEBRUARY 20:
In the Old Testament Book of Ecclesiastes,
it is said, “There is nothing new under the
sun” (Eccles 1:9). How would Jesus
respond to this, and how do we as Jesus’
followers respond?
FEBRUARY 27:
This is Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday,
the day we remember and recall when Jesus
took his disciples up a high mountain,
“And he was transfigured before them,
and his face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became dazzling white”
(Matthew 17:2).
This was another defining moment for
Jesus. The message is called, “Glory
Showed Forth.”

FROM THE SESSION
The session met for its stated meeting on Monday, January 10, at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting was conducted in person at the Northfield Church. Session actions/discussion included:
1. This was the first meeting of the year with the newly elected and installed elders. Committee Chairs
and session appointments to the committees were made as well as the appointment of the Clerk of Session and Clerk Pro Tem. We are looking to add more people to the committees than just elders.
2. Mission and Evangelism Committee: Karyl Neubauer appointed as committee chair.
3. Property and Finance: Steve Brooks appointed as chair.
4. Christian Education: Michelle Williamson appointed as chair. The Adult Sunday School class which
was meeting at 9:00 a.m. had a good beginning but is now on hold because of the pandemic. The midweek Advent Adult Study will resume, date to be determined.
5. Worship and Music: Marcia Alcorn appointed as chair.
6. Personnel Committee: session approved updated job descriptions of the four paid employees of the
church.
7. Bylaw Revision: session recommended changes to the bylaws have been distributed to the membership
two weeks in advance to the Annual Congregational Meeting.
8. Session reinforced that there would be no action to revise the in-person worship policy which is in
place. People are encouraged to wear face coverings and practice social distancing or stay home if they
feel their health is in any way being compromised.

SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2022
Class of 2022
Marcia Alcorn
Kathy Moore
Steve Brooks

SESSION
Class of 2023
Karyl Neubauer
Michelle Williamson
Dylan Maholm

Class of 2022
Ed Selzer
Joyce Selzer
Debbie Brooks
Amy Williams

BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2023
Scott Williamson
Chris Louis
Kerry Buddie
Kirk Louis

Class of 2022
Debbie Brooks
Chris Louis
Beth Smith

DAYCARE BOARD
Class of 2023
Kathy Moore
Sharon Hoffmeister
Linda Goldenbogen

Class of 2024
Don Davies
Deana Williams
Chriss Burdis
Class of 2024
Cindy Kokenos
Judy Kovitch
Donna Patz
Rick Patz
Class of 2024
Marcia Alcorn
Fran Merriam
Donna Patz

PER CAPITA PAYMENTS:
Payments for 2022 Per Capita are $34.91 per member.
Per Capital pays toward the overhead expenses of the
higher governing bodies, namely the Presbytery of the
Western Reserve, the Synod of the Covenant and the
General Assembly. You may use your offering envelope
designated for this purpose or account for it in your
regular giving. Please know we are obligated to pay
our full Per Capita for a total of $3,700 this year.

ADULT STUDY:
Adult Studies will
resume on
Wednesday,
February 2.
We will be doing a
five-session video
based study called,
“Who is This Man?”
It is based on the
book with that same
title by a man named John Ortberg.
Ortberg shows how Jesus’ influence
has swept over history, bringing his
inspiration to the fields of art,
science, government, medicine, and
education, and also his vision for us
to lead lives of dignity, compassion,
forgiveness and hope.
The studies will be on February 2, 9,
16, 23, and March 2, meeting at
1:00 pm by zoom only.
Please let the pastor know if you
would like to take part so that he
can send you the link.

NEWS FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Bread for the World
has been approved by Northfield's Session for inclusion
in our Mission support. Sunday Feb 6 Nicole Schmidt,
Ohio/Michigan Organizer for Bread for the World will join
us in worship. Nicole will give us an informative overview
of multiple outreach efforts provided by Bread for the
World. Please help us welcome Bread for the World's
representative Nicole Schmidt.
Volunteer Opportunity at one of our supported missions:
RAHAB Ministries is seeking volunteers for their Minor
Mentoring Program. Volunteers are needed between the
hours of 2-6pm during the school year and 1-5pm during
the summer, once per week or once per month. RAHAB is
holding an "interest" meeting on Feb 3, 2022 at 630pm.
NO commitment to the mentoring required to join in on
the information session. If you would like more information;
please contact Volunteer Coordinator, Rachel Lackey at
rlackey@rahab-ministries.org
Do you know someone who would appreciate receiving
a hot lunch at their home every Tuesday and Thursday?
The Macedonia Senior Center offers local Meals on Wheels
each TUESDAY and THURSDAY to residents of Macedonia,
Northfield, Northfield Center.
If you know of anyone who would benefit from this service,
please contact the Macedonia Senior Center;
https://macrec.com and 330-468-8300; ext 432.
Peace and Blessings to all of you,
Northfield Mission and Evangelism Committee

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
HUNGER

DISASTER

DEVELOPMENT

Beginning March 2 collection begins for the
One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering.
We realize there are millions of people who need help with
safety, sustenance and hope.
One Great Hour of Sharing supports Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program and the Self
Development of People.
If you would like to read more about the
Special Offerings, please access this link:
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org.

Katie Williamson
Pauline Enczur
Donna Hamed
Kathy Moore
Robin Su
Marie Fiala
Jean Swanson
Abby Williamson
Ethan Kremyar
Carolyn Glinski
Zack Miller

1-Feb
2-Feb
4-Feb
4-Feb
4-Feb
10-Feb
13-Feb
15-Feb
16-Feb
16-Feb
18-Feb

COMING IN MARCH…

March 2,
Ash Wednesday Service, marking
the beginning of Lent.
March 9,
Community Lenten Services begin

February 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

9:30am Daycare Chapel

6 Communion
10:15 Worship

7

8

1:00pm Zoom
Adult Study

7pm Choir
8pm AA

9

10

9:30am Daycare Chapel
12:00 VBC Worship

13
10:15 Worship
11:30 Deacons
12:00 VBC Worship

14

15

10am Women’s
Association

21

7pm Choir
8pm AA

16

17

9:30am Daycare Chapel

7pm Session

20
10:15 Worship
Coffee Hour
12:30 VBC Worship

1:00pm Zoom
Adult Study

22

1:00pm Zoom
Adult Study

7pm Choir
8pm AA

23

24

9:30am Daycare Chapel
4pm Community Meal
Food Distribution
1:00pm Zoom
Adult Study

27
10:15 Worship
12:00 VBC Worship

28

7pm Choir
8pm AA

DAYCARE SNOW DAYS!!
We can build
a snowman…
even when it’s
too cold to go outside!

Bridge class warms
up with Sneezy
the Snowman
It was a hot chocolate
kind of day!
Sneezy the Snowman was tired
of being cold. So he really
warms up, he drinks cocoa, sits
in a hot tub, stands near a warm
fire...and melts!
After reading the book, the kids
made their own melted shaving cream
snowmen

