Northfield Presbyterian Church

The Good News
Pastor’s Pen
The theme for the season of Lent for our Sunday
Worship Services is called Penetrating Questions From
Jesus. We will be looking at various encounters Jesus
had with people - some of them friendly and some not so
friendly - which prompted Jesus to ask them challenging
questions which caused them to re-examine their faith
and understanding of God. Since Jesus was a man on the
move and travelled to many different regions of the Holy
Land, he interacted with a whole array of people with
various belief backgrounds and experiences. It follows
then that these conversations produced a variety of questions.
These questions from Jesus to various people in
the Bible prompt us to stand back and reflect on what
they mean for us. This is to say when we hear Jesus ask a
question in the Bible it would do us well to consider that
Jesus is directing this question to us as well. For example, Jesus asks the question of his disciples, “Who do you
say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15), and this prompts us to
consider the implications of that question for each of us
who seek to follow Jesus. When Jesus asked his disciples, “Why are you afraid?” (Mark 4:40), we are inclined
to examine the things which cause us fear and consider
how our faith in Jesus enables us to manage those fears.
When an indigent woman anoints Jesus’ feet with her
tears and the people with Jesus condemn her for it, Jesus
asks the question, “Why do you trouble her?” (Mark
14:6) This challenges us to think about what may cause
us to condemn people who are different from us and to
examine the motives for their actions.
The season of Lent, the forty days before Easter, is a
time of self-examination and reflection. As we ponder
the redemptive journey Jesus made to the cross on our
behalf for our forgiveness, it is also a time to examine our
own discipleship in response to what Jesus has done for
us, and it’s appropriate to hear anew the questions Jesus
asked during his earthly ministry to help put this journey
in perspective, and to discover the implications these
questions have for our own faith and discipleship.
See you in church,

Pastor Peter

March 2022

WORSHIP FOR MARCH:
MARCH 2
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 7:00 PM:

This marks the beginning of Lent and we be
starting our Lenten Journey as a congregation
with a Service of Ashes. The message that evening is called “Creatures of Dust” and the text is
Genesis 2:4-8. The Imposition of Ashes will be
available for those who would like to receive
them. The ashes symbolize our common human
frailty and mortality.
MARCH 6:

On this First Sunday of Lent we will look at the
first penetrating question from Jesus, when he
encountered a man with an “unclean” spirit in the
gospel of Mark. Jesus asks him, “What is your
name?” (Mark 5:9) We will also be celebrating
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper that day.
MARCH 13:

In John’s gospel, Jesus asks the question to a man
paralyzed for 38 years, “Do you want to be made
well?” (John 5:6) While the answer may seem to
be obvious it causes the paralyzed man to consider
the implications and changes for his life if Jesus
heals him. Bread for the World representative,
Nicole Schmidt, will also make a presentation on
this advocacy mission effort.
MARCH 20:

The question we will be looking at on this Sunday
is, “Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15).
This is a question Jesus asked his disciples after
having witnessed his ministry for almost three
years. The North Church singers will also be
participating in our worship this day.
MARCH 27:

Jesus asks this question of his disciples as they are
in a boat in the midst of a violent storm: “Why are
you afraid?” (Mark 4:40)
ADULT STUDY:

The adult study, called Who is this Man?, continues on March 2 and 9 at 1:00 pm by zoom.

FROM THE SESSION —————————————————
The session met for its stated meeting on Monday, February 14, at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was conducted in person at the Northfield Church. Session actions/discussion included:
1. The Clerk of Session, Kathy Moore reported that the 2021 statistical report was submitted to the presbytery.
This is a required report.
2. Mission and Evangelism Committee: Karyl Neubauer reported that the One Great Hour of Sharing Special
Offering will be received through the season of Lent and up until Easter. Session approved the purchase of
individually wrapped cookies and greeting cards to distribute to the recipients of Meals on Wheels. The committee is preparing an explanation on how funds toward Presbyterian Mission are being used. The Bread for
the World representative, Nicole Schmidt, will provide a presentation on March 13 (rescheduled from original
date in February).
3. Property and Finance: Steve Brooks reported that the committee met on February 6 for its first meeting. Much
of the focus is on how to improve the church website and the possibility of setting up online giving. They are
also looking at how to improve upon church signage.
4. Christian Education: Michelle Williamson reported that the Adult Sunday School class will resume on March
6, and the study will focus on the Max Lucado book He Chose the Nails. The The midweek Adult Study will
continue in March.
5. Worship and Music: Ash Wednesday service will be held on March 2, at 7:00 pm. Session approved the hosting one of the Community Lenten Services on March 9. The series is being provided through the Nordonia
Hills Ministerium (see flyer attached to newsletter). Also approved having singers from North Church provide
music on March 20. This is an urban church in Cleveland which Northfield helps support and has established
as a mission partner.
6. Personnel Committee: Don Davies was appointed chair.
7. Nominating Committee: Michelle Williamson was appointed chair. There are a total of five on the committee.
8. Session reinforced that there would be no action to revise the in-person worship policy which is in place.
People are encouraged to wear face coverings and practice social distancing or stay home if they feel their
health is in any way being compromised.
Complete minutes are available on the table at the entrance of the sanctuary.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
HUNGER

DISASTER

DEVELOPMENT

Beginning March 2 collection begins for the
One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering.
We realize there are millions of people who need
help with safety, sustenance and hope.
One Great Hour of Sharing supports Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger
Program and the Self Development of People.
If you would like to read more about the
Special Offerings, please access this link:
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE MARCH 2, 7pm

We will begin the season of Lent, the 40 days before Easter,
with an Ash Wednesday Service. The service will include the
Imposition of Ashes for those who wish to receive them.
Ashes symbolize our common human frailty and mortality.

CHURCH INSIDE WORK DAY / CLEAN UP:
March 12 starting at 9 am.

Several areas of our church need attention: Sanctuary,
Library and living room areas, Choir Room, etc. Lots of
de-cluttering to do! Many hands make light work!

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS
Theresa VanDerMeulen
Scott Williamson
Carol Metz
Linda Goldenbogen
Kirk Louis

Mar 4
Mar 5
Mar 12
Mar 22
Mar 27

FROM THE MISSIONS
COMMITTEE
Hello Northfield friends,

Bread for the World

Sunday March 13, Nicole Schmidt,
Ohio/Michigan Organizer for Bread for the World will
join us in worship. Nicole will give us an informative
overview of multiple outreach efforts provided by
Bread for the World. In 2017, 11.8 percent of households in the U.S. —40 million people — were foodinsecure, meaning that they were unsure at some
point during the year about how they would provide
for their next meal.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL:
Will begin a new book study beginning
March 6th at 9:00 am in the library.
We will be studying Max Lucado’s Lenten
study “He Chose the Nails”.
Please join us!

You and I choose to live our Church
mission to know Christ and to make
Christ known.
If you log into facebook then click on
the link below from the Presbytery of the
Western Reserve Mission on Advocating
with Homeless Persons, you can read a
wonderful reminder to all of us on living
life as true believers in Christ.
https:/
www.facebook.com/101219091408872/
posts/493654845498626/

Please consider watching the video
below to have a really good description
of how all monies received by the Presbytery of the Western Reserve are spent:
https://youtu.be/vEuqleOxkTM
Peace and Blessings to all of you,
Northfield Mission
and Evangelism Committee

“God sent me before you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth.” — Genesis 45:7

North Church Singers — March 20th at NPC 10:15 service
North Presbyterian Church is a small vibrant congregation in the urban
core of Cleveland. Its members are poets, dancers, musicians and artists.
Although Sunday worship is generally around fifty or so people in
attendance, it always includes original music and dance to lift up praise.
This praise comes from people who are among the most marginalized in
Cleveland, people who are or have recently been homeless, incarcerated,
or violated in some fashion. Men come from the nearby shelter, women
and children come from a nearby women’s shelter and the surrounding
low income neighborhood.

March 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12
9am Workday at Church

18

19

25

26

9:30am Daycare Chapel
1:00pm Zoom
Adult Study

6 Communion
9am Adult Sunday
School
10:15 Worship
11:30 Property and
Finance meeting

7

8

11:30am Worship
Committee

12:30 VBC Worship

10

7pm Choir
7pm Community Lenten 8pm AA
Service - NPC
14

15

16

17

9:30am Daycare Chapel

10am Women’s
Association
7pm Session

1:00pm Nordonia
Ministerium

7pm Community Lenten
7pm Choir
Service 8pm AA
Good Shepherd

21

22

23

24

9:30am Daycare Chapel

7pm Community Lenten 7pm Choir
Service 8pm AA
St. Timothy’s

Presbytery meeting

12:30 VBC Worship

27
9am Adult Sunday
School
10:15 Worship

9
1:00pm Zoom
Adult Study

12:30 VBC Worship

20
9am Adult Sunday
School
10:15 Worship
Coffee Hour

7pm Choir
8pm AA

9:30am Daycare Chapel

12:30 VBC Worship

13
9am Adult Sunday
School
10:15 Worship
11:30 Deacons

7pm Ash Wednesday
Service

28

29

30
9:30am Daycare Chapel
7pm Community Lenten
Service United Methodist
Macedonia

31

4pm Community Meal
Food Distribution

At the DAYCARE:
A very special THANK YOU
to our school-age teacher,
Miss Jan for creating these
beautiful bulletin boards
outside the office and in the
stairwell to inspire us and
reinforce the message of
God’s love every day!

Valentine’s Day
Book corner:
LOVE MONSTER

teaching love & acceptance
Love Monster is a slightly hairy monster trying to fit in with the cuddly residents of Cutesville.
But as it turns out, it's hard to fit in with the cute and the fluffy when you're a googly-eyed monster.
The Bridge class made their monsters and gave each their own Valentine.

