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Pastor’s Pen

Jesus said, "Go and make disciples of all nations baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19).
These are the last words the risen Lord speaks to those who
gathered around him, before he departed from their midst to
ascend to the right hand of the Father. The last words he
leaves with them is that they, who were his followers, were
to make others his followers as well. Those whose hearts
were filled with the power of the living Christ, proclaimed
their faith in Christ, took their stand for him, and made disciples of others.
Making disciples continues to be our central task in the life
of the church. As followers of Jesus, we look for opportunities to convey the hope of the gospel and to enable others
to experience God’s grace through our words and actions.
At the same time, we are also called to examine our own
discipleship, as we strive to grow in our own faith and understanding of what it means to be a follower of Jesus. This
means discipleship never comes to completion, it is a lifelong journey.
And we are all at different points in the journey. The followers of Christ in the New Testament church were known
as people of the WAY. The WAY is a term used to describe a road or a path. Some people who were on the
WAY were at the beginning of the road, inspired to strive
forward. Others had traveled further along the road. For
some there was a lot of sting and hurt in it, as they confronted obstacles and “roadblocks” to their faith. Many had
stumbled and fallen on rough terrain. They may have been
at different places on the WAY, but it was the same road
and the same goal. It was the same Lord they proclaimed
and aspired to be like.

A good question for us to ask periodically is, where are we
on the road? What have we done lately for the sake of our
own discipleship, and what have we done to benefit the discipleship of someone else? Are we standing still or going
forward? We can be sure that wherever we are on the road,
the spirit of Christ is prodding or pulling us to keep moving.

See you in church,

Pastor Peter

WORSHIP FOR MAY:
MAY 1:
On this Third Sunday of Easter we will look
at another post-resurrection encounter of
Jesus, this time it is specifically with Peter
the disciple.
The message will focus on John 21:15-19 the
message is called, “A Most Courageous Act.”
We will also be celebrating the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper.
MAY 8:
The early church was a compelling
community of faith, empowered by their
belief and conviction in the resurrection of
Jesus. The book of Acts says, “With great
power the apostles continued to testify to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 4:33).
We will look at the qualities these apostles
had which enabled them to do this.
MAY 15 AND 22:
Pastor Lavelle Gibson, Pastor of Victory
Baptist Church, will be providing the message
and leading worship on May 15 and 22.
Pastor Peter will be on vacation these Sundays.
MAY 29:
This is the last Sunday before Pentecost, often
times referred to as Ascension Sunday, commemorating the day Jesus was “taken up before the disciples’ very eyes, and a cloud hid
him from their sight” (Acts 1:9).
This is also Memorial Day Weekend and we
will be recognizing veterans associated with
our congregation.

FROM THE SESSION —————————————————
The session met for its stated meeting on Monday, April 11, at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was conducted in person
at the Northfield Church. Session actions/discussion included:
1. Pastor Peter reported on the status of the North Presbyterian Church and its future. He continues to be the
moderator of the Committee On Operations of the Presbytery. Session approved his vacation Sundays, May
15 and May 22.
2. Mission and Evangelism Committee: Chair Karyl Neubauer reported about the Pentecost Special Offering to
be promoted in May. NPC will also be working with the Nordonia school, supporting the school supply drive
in August and new coat drive in October. Session approved purchase of 100 small books for children ages 35 for the Daycare children.
3. Property and Finance: Steve Brooks reported that the committee met on April 3. The next work day is April
23. The old church sign will be removed. Focus now on a newer and larger v-shaped sign. Continued efforts
on website improvement.
4. Worship and Music: Holy Week plans finalized. Focus now on worship service for church picnic scheduled
in June.
5. Presbytery Meeting: Karyl Neubauer reported on the March 21 meeting, which was a hybrid meeting with the
in-person portion held at Lyndhurst Presbyterian Church.
Complete minutes are available on the table at the entrance of the sanctuary.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT SUMMARY THRU MARCH 2022
ORDINARY INCOME RECEIVED THRU MARCH
ORDINARY EXPENSE THRU MARCH
SHORTAGE
ORDINARY EXPENSE OPERATING BALANCE

50,905.58
54,430.15
- 3,524.57
38,822.75

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND BALANCE:
RESTRICTED FUNDS BALANCE

79,091.31
64,554.89

STOCK SHARES BALANCE

114,797.59

(this includes Memorial, Christian Ed Reserve, Deacons, Special Music, Scholarship, and Missions Funds)

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Sharon Danko (friend of Renell Noack, now home)
Jeff Cavallo (friend of Ted Kokenos)
John Jackson (on hospice care)
George Hamed (Donna Hamed’s son), heart ailment
Braylon Gallagher (John and Cindy Gallagher’s grandson)

SYMPATHY:
Sharon Hofmeister’s mother,
Helen Rauch, died on April 22.
She was 103 years old.
We pray the spirit of Easter and the
resurrection be real for her family
in this time of loss.

From the Missions Committee:
Thank you everyone for your generous donations to the One Great Hour of Sharing Special
Offering. The Northfield Presbyterian congregation gave $1,050 to this important offering
which supports disaster relief, hunger, poverty and economic ministries around our world.
Easter Blessings and Sweet brownies were given by all of you on Thursday April 14 to 105
homebound Nordonia Hills residents. The Mobile Meals Program is coordinated by the City
of Macedonia. Northfield Presbyterian provided brownies from Sweet T shop along with
Easter cards and our church brochure. Macedonia’s program director told us she received
multiple phone calls from recipients…thanking for the thoughts, prayers and sweet
treat. Each of you were in those gifts—loving your neighbors at this most blessed time.
Thank you everyone!
Peace,
The Mission and Evangelism Committee

May
Birthdays

Ted Kokenos
Julia Geshke
Cindy Gallagher
Abigail Fox
Scott Harber
Elaine Hall
Jeff Van Der Meulen
Michelle Williamson
Peter Lawson
Jennifer Scott
Linda Davies
Rachelle Geshke

BACCALAUREATE SERVICE MAY 22:
2-May
3-May
11-May
12-May
14-May
16-May
18-May
20-May
25-May
26-May
28-May
29-May

The Nordonia Hills Ministerium will be sponsoring
a Baccalaureate Service for graduating seniors on
Sunday, May 22, at 4:00 pm at the Nordonia High
School Auditorium.
This is an ecumenical Christian worship service
provided to honor the “Class of 2022,” to recognize
their accomplishments and to inspire them for the
new beginning in their lives. Parents, guests, and the
entire Nordonia Hills community are invited to attend.

We will be promoting the Pentecost Special Offering
during the month of May. As with previous special offerings, there will be envelopes available in the bulletins
and there will be inserts describing the work toward
which this offering goes. You may also designate this
offering on your regular offering envelope.

A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and
also address the needs
of at-risk children.
40% of the Pentecost offering stays with
congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives
of young people within their own community.
The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk,
youth, and young adults through ministries of the
Presbyterian Mission Agency.
Learn more at: http://specialofferings.pcusa.org.

May 2022
Sun
1 Communion

Mon
2

Tue
3

10:15 Worship
11:30 Property &
Finance mtg

Wed
4
9:30am Daycare
Chapel
1:00pm Adult
Study

12:30 VBC Worship

8 Mother’s Day
9
Communion
9am Adult
10am Women’s
Sunday School
Association
10:15 Worship
7pm Session
12:30 VBC Worship

10

15
16
9am Adult
Sunday School
10:15 Worship

17

11

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

7pm Choir
8pm AA

12

1:00pm Adult
Study

7pm Choir
8pm AA

18

19

7pm Choir
8pm AA

23

24

9am Adult
Sunday School
10:15 Worship
12:30 VBC Worship

29
30 Memorial Day 31
9am Adult
Sunday School
Office Closed
10:15 Worship
12:30 VBC Worship

5

Fri

9:30am Daycare
Chapel

12:30 VBC Worship

22

Thu

25

26

9:30am Daycare
Chapel
7pm Choir
8pm AA

4pm Community
Meal Food
Distribution

At the DAYCARE:
Bridge classes Easter egg-speriments!
Daycare kids packed eggs in different packing materials (inside a ZipLock Bag) and dropped them off the
landing on the East side second-floor Daycare entrance to see which packing material would protect
their eggs.
They packed eggs in packing peanuts, flour, candy
corn, uncooked oatmeal, marshmallows, an ice cream
cone, water, Cheerios, ice cubes, cotton balls and a
plastic container. Each child
took their turn dropping their
eggs from the landing.

Which saved the eggs?
The eggs in uncooked oatmeal, flour,
marshmallows and Cheerios survived!
(The rest were a scrambled mess!!)

At the CHURCH:
Work day update

Something missing? The old
sign structure has been taken
down, and hauled away.
Thanks to Chris Fenn and
some heavy equipment!

Thanks to everyone who helped in
the overall clean-up on April 23rd!
The flower beds look wonderful
and we’re making great progress
inside!
Nice work, everyone!

