Northfield Presbyterian Church

The Good News

July 2022

WORSHIP FOR JULY:

Pastor’s Pen
For the first four weeks in July we will be looking at a
prominent player in the life of the early church, and that is
a man named Paul. The Apostle Paul was the writer of
most of the New Testament that we have today. In fact, it
can be said that without exaggeration, that Paul is the most
influential writer who ever lived, in that Paul’s writings
have influenced more people and more has been written
about Paul than any author before or since his time. Most
of the writings we have of Paul’s in the New Testament
were letters sent to churches who were seeking his guidance. That’s because Paul was instrumental in establishing
these churches throughout the Roman Empire. Paul was
the one who took the lead in bringing the Gospel message
to the “Gentiles,” that is, the non-Jews.
Yet, Paul could not have accomplished these things alone.
There were key people in the life of Paul who supported
him in his ministry and who equipped him to be the apostle
he was called to be. Paul frequently refers to these supporters of his ministry in his letters, and we also see these
relationships described in the Book of Acts, the book
which provides a history of the early church. It is an aptly
named book because much of the Book of Acts concerns
the “actions” of the disciples and others involved in the
formation of these Christian communities. While this
book provides many examples of key people in Paul’s life,
we will be looking at these four: Ananias (Acts 9:1-19),
Barnabas (Acts 9:26-30), Peter (Galatians 2:11-14), and
Lydia (Acts 16:11-15).
These key players in the life of Paul are a reminder of
how much we all need the support of others in our Christian walk, people who can encourage us, as well as people
who can challenge us, and when necessary, push us. Remember, before his conversion, Paul was an antagonist of
Jesus. He persecuted the church because he believed the
Christian Faith ran contrary to his Jewish Faith. You better believe he needed the help of others to shape his faith
so that he could then be prepared to shape the lives of others. So, who are these key people in your life? Just as importantly, how might God be calling you to be that person
in another person’s life?
See you in church,

Pastor Peter

JULY 3:
This Sunday is the first in the Four Key Players
in the Life of Paul series, and it concerns a man
named Ananias. He was the one God appointed
to visit Paul after Paul’s dramatic conversion on
the Road to Damascus. It was not an easy thing
for him to do as Paul was one who had persecuted
his fellow Christians. The sermon message is,
“Get Up and Go,” and the text is Acts 9:1-19.
We will also be celebrating the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper on that day as we do the first
Sunday of each month.
JULY 10:
The second key player in the life of Paul we will
be looking at is a man named Barnabas.
The message is called, “Son of Encouragement,”
and that is what the name Barnabas means.
The text is Acts 9:26-30.
JULY 17:
The third key player in the life of Paul is the
disciple Peter, one of the original twelve disciples
of Jesus. Both Paul and Peter wielded a great deal
of influence on the early church. However, that
didn’t mean they always agreed with one another.
What do we do with those people in our lives with
whom we disagree?
The sermon message is, “Adversary or Friend?”
The text is Galatians 2:11-14.
JULY 24:
The fourth key player we will look at is a woman
named Lydia. She was a foreigner (from Macedonia) who enthusiastically embraced Paul’s message and then whole-heartedly dedicated herself to
support Paul’s ministry. The sermon message is
called, “A Certain Woman,” and the text is
Acts 16:11-15.
JULY 31:
On this Sunday we will turn our attention to the
Old Testament and look at one of the little-known
prophets known by the name Amos. The book
which bears his name is nine chapters. While he
is not as well known as some of the other prophets
like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, his message
speaks to us today. It also gives us insight into the
characteristics that are consistent with other prophets in the Bible. The sermon message is “Marks of
Prophet,” and the text is Amos 2:6-11.

FROM THE SESSION —————————————————
The session met for its stated meeting on Sunday, June 12 following worship. This was the annual
joint meeting with the Deacons. After their joint meeting each board held their respective individual
meetings. The session also had a special called meeting on June 19 to vote on bids for the roof and
HVAC replacements. Session actions/discussion included:
1. The Deacons and Session reviewed the pastoral concerns of the church then held their separate meetings.
2. Session decided that since Steve Brooks can no longer function as the chair of the Property and Finance Committee because of his move to North Carolina, this committee would combine with the
Mission and Evangelism Committee for the rest of the year and will be chaired by Karyl Neubauer.
3. At the special meeting on June 19, the session approved the replacement of the HVAC system using
Jackson Comfort System Services at a cost of $29,051 and the replacement of the roof using A&B
Roofing at a cost of $46,900. The NPC Daycare has agreed to pay for the HVAC replacement using
grant money. The roof replacement will be paid using the capital improvements fund. Projected
start date for the roof is July 18.
4. Mission and Evangelism Committee: We received a total of $1,490 for the Pentecost Special Offering. Of this total, 40% will support local community missions. Four NPC members attended North
Church on May 29 and provided takeaway meal bags for 25 congregants. The committee wants to
use some of the Pentecost Special offering funds for a mission project with the NPC Daycare.
5. Christian Education: Vacation Bible School will be held with daycare children on the following
dates: July 20 and 27, August 3 and 10. The VBS theme is called “Monumental: Celebrating God’s
Greatness.”
6. Presbytery Meeting: The next presbytery meeting is September 26.
Complete minutes are available on the table at the entrance of the sanctuary.

PRAYER CONCERNS:

Sharon Danko (friend of Renell Noack, now home)
Jeff Cavallo (friend of Ted Kokenos)
George Hamed (Donna Hamed’s son), heart ailment
Braylon Gallagher (John and Cindy Gallagher’s grandson)
Donna Hamed (at Brentwood Care Facility)
Amanda Karduck (friend of Earl and Sharon Kane)
Rev. Wally Scofield (mild stroke)

July
Birthdays
Zach Harber
Jack Peters
Cheryl Emch
Kerry Buddie
Alan Gruber
Emily Brooks
Joe Russo
Nathan Geshke
Austin Scott

2-July
4-July
5-July
5-July
7-July
8-July
8-July
17-July
25-July

Our thanks to the Deacons for taking the lead for our church picnic on
June 26 at Sagamore Hills Township Park, and to all those who helped in
the setting up and cleaning up afterwards. It was a great day of worship
and fellowship.

From the Missions Committee:
Sunday May 29 four members of our Northfield Church worshipped at North Church. Bruce Grant
and Bobby Johnson (North musicians who visited our church) opened the worship service with old
time gospel music. Alan Gruber sang a solo (Love Crucified Arose). Following worship we broke
bread and joined in conversation with the 25 congregants in attendance. Our next opportunity to
offer Sunday worship and lunch at North will be in August. We will give a ”heads up” as soon as
we know the date and welcome any/all who wish to join this mission of worship and lunch at the
North Church.
40% of your donations to the Pentecost Offering will be used to assist Nordonia School District disadvantaged youth. This year we are supplying school supplies to needy second graders at
Ledgeview and Northfield Elementary schools. We will reach out for a few volunteers to assemble
the supplies for delivery to the schools on August 14th.

Each quarter Northfield Presbyterian receives “Thank You” letters from the missions we support.
YOUR generous donations to the Mission fund are making a difference for SO many disadvantaged
people in our community, state and world!
Peace and Blessings and Thank You,
Member of the Mission & Evangelism Committee

“COMFORTING WORDS”
A NEW Christian Woman’s Book Club at Northfield Presbyterian Church

We will discuss member-recommended books that: Have a discernible Biblical message, are fiction or
non-fiction, Are encouraging and uplifting, Are faith nurturing, Are non-offensive in language or subject,
A recommending participant has read.

Our first meeting: Tuesday, July 26, 2022
NPC Fellowship Living Area 5:30-5:45,
Coffee and Visiting 5:45-7:00,
The Book Discussion Book to Read for this Meeting is
Unveiled Historical, Fictional Novella by Francine Rivers
Participants are responsible for securing a copy of each book. Most books will likely
be available to borrow in the local library, or you can purchase a hard copy or
e-print copy on Amazon or in a Google search (I’d recommend a used copy that is
in “Very Good” or “Like New” condition) or in book stores, etc. Reading the entire
assigned book will most benefit you and our discussion; however, you are welcome
in the group even if you have not read all or part of the book.

A general list of questions to initiate your preparation for our group discussion might include:
What Biblical messages were most apparent or important to you? How did Christian faith influence
the characters? Did you question the Biblical application of the message? Was your faith challenged or
expanded in some new way? How will you apply what you learned from the book in your life? Would you
recommend the book or author to others?
Meetings will tentatively be set approximately 6 weeks apart on either the 2nd or 4th Tuesday of
a month (July 26 (2022), September 13, October 25, January 10 (2023), February 28, April 11,
May 30, and July 25).
If you have read a book that you would like to recommend for the group, please bring a note to the
next meeting with the full title and author and why you think the book will help others build a deeper
relationship with God. If you have questions, please call Sharon Hofmeister, facilitator and coordinator,
at 330-468-2936 (Home) or 440-645-6045 (Cell).
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The BEFORE...

Our project was to clean up the landscaping
in the front of the church: to remove the overgrown shrubs and weeds that were taking
over the front of the building.
The front large sections of the cross
in the center of the sidewalk were cleared
where the groundcover had failed and new
groundcover was added.
The giant tall trees (once shrubs) in front of
the Education building were removed.
It is a work-in-progress, and so much brighter
in the rooms upstairs!

and AFTER!

AND GOOD NEWS
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:
A new roof and HVAC replacements are
coming to our Church!
At the June 19 meeting, Session approved
the following:
A&B Roofing - $46,900 Entire roof tear off
and replacement
Jackson Comfort Systems - $29,051
Installation of 2 Furnaces, 3 Air Conditioners, and…Relocate Church’s
Existing Furnace and Indoor cooling coil
Thank you, Gil for your quick work, diligence and expertise getting us
the quotes. A wonderful blessing has come to us from our own Daycare.
Due to the financial planning expertise and grant writing abilities of
Director Sherry Pomeroy, the Daycare is funding the HVAC portion
of these projects ($29,051). Many blessings and great thanks go out to
Sherry and our Daycare Board!
Work is set to begin on the roof Monday July 18. HVAC TBD.

Chris Fenn removing the stumps of the large
trees in front of the education building.

BIG SHOUT OUT also to everyone who came for our very productive workday on Saturday June 25.
19 members joined in to work on our outside front yard and in the library. Take a look at our Church as you
come into the parking lot on Sunday and enjoy the view. These projects will be continued.
I’m sure most everyone had a few aching muscles on Saturday evening but, WOW, so worth the efforts.
Thank you everyone!
Members of the Finance and Building
Grounds Committee

Ron and Carol Fenn and Donna Patz
were the “Cross Crew”
Grounds crew: Kathy Moore, Dave Cavanaugh, Pastor Peter, Sharon Hofmeister, Scott and Michelle Williamson, Chris and Patty Fenn,
Rick and Donna Patz, Ron and Cheryl Emch, Ron and Carol Fenn, Karyl Neubauer and Alan Gruber, Kerry Buddie, Kirk and Chris Louis

