Northfield Presbyterian Church

The Good News

Pastor’s Pen

Sunday, October 2 is World Communion Sunday, a day we
recognize our unity with the many and various expressions of
Christian communities of faith throughout the world. This is
a day we take notice that we are interconnected as the body of
Christ, regardless of where we are located. Fittingly, we will
be sharing our worship with the Victory Baptist congregation
who share our church facility. We also share ministries of
outreach with them.
This is a day to focus on what we share in common with other
faith communities however different these faith expressions
may be, namely our affirmation that Jesus is Lord over all
that is, seen and unseen. Even though Christian communities
may differ ethnically or racially, or by difference in personality, we are made one in the body and blood of Jesus as commemorated in the Lord’s Supper. What matters is not our
native language or national heritage, but faith in the One
whose love knows no earthly boundaries or limits.
This means, because of our common affirmation in the Lordship of Jesus, we can celebrate the diversity of faith expressions in our communities and throughout the world. The
Apostle Paul, in his writings to the churches he helped to establish, saw early on that these faith communities were made
up of a diverse collection of people with different ethnicities
and nationalities, as well as personalities. Yet, he considered
these differences a strength and not a weakness because they
demonstrated how each member could make a unique contribution to the Body of Christ.
In I Corinthians 12 he writes: “For just as the body is one and
has many members of the body, though many, are one body,
so it is with Christ” (I Cor. 12:12). Which is to say, the Body
of Christ needs different “parts” in order to function as a
body. He continues, “If the whole body were an eye, where
would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?” (I Cor 12:17) No
one part is more essential than the other, each part is needed.
One has to wonder that if God had no use for these differences, there would have been no reason to create more than
one person.
On World Communion Sunday we acknowledge Jesus Christ
as the great unifier of each person uniquely created in God’s
image, having the capacity to make a unique contribution to
the Body of Christ.
See you in Church,

Pastor Peter

October 2022

OCTOBER 2:
On this World Communion Sunday we will
be sharing our worship service with the Victory
Baptist Church. They worship here at the NPC
facility on Sunday afternoons. We also combine
our efforts with them on various mission and
outreach projects. Worshipping together on
World Communion Sunday shows our common
commitment to our respective ministries.
OCTOBER 9:
King Solomon was the heir to the throne of
David. While he was new to the throne he was
given the chance of a lifetime. God appeared
to him in a dream and said to him, “Ask what
I should give you” (I Kings 3:5), that is ask
for whatever you like and I will give it to you.
Solomon’s response is a humble one. “Give
your servant an understanding mind to govern
your people” (I Kings 5:9).
The message is for the day is “Asking Right”
and the text is I Kings 3:5-14

OCTOBER 16:
This will be a Hymn Sing Sunday. Hymns and
songs have been a part of Christian worship
from its beginnings, and over the centuries
hymn writers have provided lyrics and music
which reflect on scripture as well as their own
personal stories. An understanding of these
stories helps us all the more to appreciate these
hymns.
OCTOBER 23:
On this Sunday we will welcome our guest
pastor Luke Choi, a long-time friend of NPC
who has provided numerous times as a pulpit
supply. His message is titled “Following God’s
Will Today”, and is based on the scripture text
Luke 12:13-21.
OCTOBER 30:
Rev. Wally Scofield, who served as the Interim
Pastor at Northfield through June 2020, will be
providing the message. His message is called
“How Can I know It’s Real?”
It is a reflection on Jesus’ encounter with a man
named Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10).
Welcome back Wally!

FROM THE SESSION —————————————————
The session met for its stated meeting on Monday, September 12, at 7:00 pm at the church.
Below are some of the actions and reports:
1. The Mission and Evangelism Committee gave an update on the coat drive for school children, and
confirmed the visits from representatives of various outreach organizations in our community which
our church supports. Plans are in the works for a holiday mission project with Victory Baptist.
2. Christian Education reported on adult education opportunities available on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm
and on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.
3. The Property and Finance Committee reported that the window repairs and installation of new dampers
has been completed. The church website is being updated and improved. The committee is finalizing
plans for a church sign to be mounted on the north side (facing the parking lot) sanctuary building.
4. Worship and Music: There will be a combined service with Victory Baptist on October 2, World Communion Sunday.
5. The session accepted the resignation of Debbie Czech as Treasurer and appointed Alan Gruber as her
replacement. Debbie will continue as Assistant Treasurer to support the transition.
6. Daycare: Kathy Moore, the liaison to the Daycare, reported that the daycare has had to cap its enrollment due to the inability to fill all the staff positions. If all staff positions were filled, enrollment could
be increased to previous levels.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY:
All Saints Sunday is November 6, and
we will be remembering the gift of the
lives of members and those associated
with our congregation who have passed
since the previous All Saints Sunday
which was November 7, 2021.
During the worship service there will be
a reading of the names of the deceased
the date of their passing.
If you would like to include a name of
someone not associated with the church
(a friend or relative) who has passed
during this time frame, please contact
the church office or speak to the pastor
before that date.

Women’s Association meets
Monday, October 10th at 10:00

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Sharon Danko (friend of Renell Noack)
Jeff Cavallo (friend of Ted Kokenos)
Braylon Gallagher

(John and Cindy Gallagher’s grandson)
Amanda Karduck
(friend of Earl and Sharon Kane)
Michael Kufner (Pauline Enczur’s grandson)
Karyn Patton (Friend of Don and Judy Kovitch)
George Hamad (Donna Hamad’s son, COVID)
Carolyn Glinski (Death of her Mother)

Finance/Building & Grounds
Capital Improvement Projects in Process
and Completed:
Jackson Comfort—Install 4 dampers Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall-COMPLETE 4,915.00
A&B Painting –Prime/Paint/Glaze windows of
Education bldg -COMPLETE
5,650.00
In Process Turfscape—grass seeding of front yard
and in front of Daycare
1,063.00
(Turfscape scheduled work for second week in October )
Financial Statement Jan-August 31, 2022
Total Pledge & Per Capita Income YTD $117,355.83
Total Expenses YTD
$128,209.80
**Shortfall
-$10,853.97
**Our shortfall continues to rise monthly. Thank you to everyone
who is contributing to our church. Session approved discontinuance (July-Dec 2022) of 10% of all pledge income to the Mission
local options fund. This action is intended to help cover the income
deficit for 2022. Mission fund balance Jan-August 2022 is $19,134.

The Mission fund balance
Jan-August 31, 2022 is $19,134.
Let’s give a BIG SHOUT OUT to Kerry Buddie and her
great nephew, Drake. Together they completed the lovely
plantings to the left of our church door. Thanks so much
for your work. They look wonderful!!
Thank you to Alan Gruber for rototilling and preparing
the grounds for the Turfscape grass planting!
We appreciate your work!

RECOGNITION:
Debbie Czech, who has served
faithfully as the Church Treasurer
for many years has resigned her
position.
We are grateful for willingness
to serve in this capacity and will be
recognizing her for her great work
on Sunday, October 16, during our
regular morning worship.
Our new treasurer is Alan Gruber.
Debbie and Alan have been working
toward this transition for many
months and now the handoff has
been completed.

Our sincere thanks to them both!

COMFORTING WORDS

NPC Women’s Christian Book Club met in
September for refreshments and a great
discussion of “Sisterchicks in Wooden Shoes”
by Robin Jones Gunn
Our Next Meeting will be
Tuesday, October 25
5:30 - 5 :45, Coffee and Visiting
5:45 - 7:00, we’ll be discussing the
book Trace of Doubt, a mystery
by Diann Mills.
All women are welcome to come, even if you haven’t finished the book!
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Sun

Tue

Mon

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
Communion
10:15 Worship

3

4

12:30 VBC Worship

1pm Adult Bible
Study

7:00 pm Property
& Finance meeting

9
10:15 Worship
Deacons meeting

10
10:00 am
Women’s
Association

5
9:30am Daycare
Chapel

11

12

6

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

6:30 pm Bell Choir
7pm Choir
8pm AA
13

9:30am Daycare
Chapel

12:30 VBC Worship

7pm Session

16

17

18

1pm Adult Bible
Study

6:30 pm Bell Choir
7pm Choir
8pm AA

19

20

10:15 Worship
12:30 VBC Worship

6:30 pm Bell Choir
7pm Choir
8pm AA
23
10:15 Worship

24

12:30 VBC Worship
30
10:15 Worship
12:30 VBC Worship

25
5:30 pm
Comforting Words

31

Women’s Book Club

26

27

6:30 pm Bell Choir
7pm Choir
8pm AA

October
Birthdays
Fran Merriam

6-Oct

Chris Fenn

15-Oct

Troy Fox

16-Oct

Judy Kovitch

20-Oct

Earl Kane

24-Oct

Ron Emch

25-Oct

Knit.Crochet.Pray
Donate or Volunteer to the Prayer Shawl Ministry:
If you have left over yarn from old projects or would like to
purchase yarn to donate please feel free to bring the yarn
to the church and it will be distributed to the crafters.
Your contributions will be greatly appreciated.
If you have questions or would like to volunteer to make a
shawl - please call Judy Kovitch at 330-467-6181.

MISSION & EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
Thank you to Rev. Charles Hurst for joining us on Sunday September 11. I know he opened my eyes to
what brotherly love truly means as he enlightened the congregation on what it means to be brothers and
sisters to EVERYONE….what life might mean to a person who is homeless, in emotional turmoil, not
knowing when their next meal will come or where they will lay down to rest tonight. He gave me new
enlightenment and hope that together we can love one another more each day as our Lord teaches us to do.

Mission Support Representatives joining us in September:
Oct 2 Amy Gay, Nordonia Schools Social Work Assistance to Families
Oct 9 Video from Rev. John McCall, Taiwan Missionary to Presbyterian Church
Mission Grant Application Submitted: Please join in prayer with me that the Synod of the Covenant
will accept, review and perhaps even award our Northfield Church some grant $ to pursue additional
mission projects in 2023. We proposed:
1. Holiday food donations that are fresh produce, ham/turkey and a needed gas card to the clients of TEAC;
2. A movie night joining in our Daycare children, their parents and our congregation;
3. If TEAC has an expectant Mom or new Mom in need; we will sponsor a baby shower to assist with more
than gifts…our love and encouragement.
Help to revitalize others and ourselves. That will be the goal of these proposed projects. We may be blessed
with the funding…stay tuned for the answer…
THANK YOU to all of you who contributed a new,
warm coat to Nordonia School Children in need.
I am certain the kids and parents will be thrilled with
the coats purchased and given with love in our hearts!
Current Mission Fund Balance Jan-Aug 2022 is $19,134
(Northfield has 2 quarterly payments still due for our 2022 mission
commitments. (payments to our mission partners, Sept-Dec 2022
total $10,500)

Peace and Blessing to all of you,
Members of the Mission/Finance Committee

