Northfield Presbyterian Church

The Good News uy 2026

Foul-weather friends

For as long as I can remember I’ve known the phrase ‘fair-weather friend’— the kind
of person who’s there when life is sunny and you’re at the top of your game, the kind of
person who can’t be around tears or silent grief, shame, or failure of any kind.

But I’'ve known people who are foul-weather friends. I won’t hear from them for months
or years, but if there’s a crisis, they are there with a phone call or email or casserole. And
somehow they know just what to do — how to be present without being pushy, just when to
express the gallows humor, to bring the big box of kleenex and not the travel-size pack.

The best sort of friend to be, I suppose, is the all-weather friend, the one who’s there in that
wedding vow sort of way — in sickness and in health, in plenty and in want.

One of the worst moments of my life (so awful I will not recall it here) came when I was
away from friends but there was a handful that knew I was facing a terrible difficulty. They
didn’t call me, but when I called them, they picked up. When I whispered the plea ‘please
pray for me’ I knew they would. I got through it, in part because I was supported by these
people invisibly tied to my heart in good times and bad. They showed up again, months lat-
er, for one of the happiest moment of my life.

If it were one of those forced-choice quizzes, would I rather be a fair-weather friend or
a foul-weather one?

Truth be told, a foul-weather one. Friendship takes time and energy and if I’'m going to
spend some of that time or energy, I’d rather spend it with someone in a bind rather than
sitting back and sipping mojitos on some exotic beach with a friend who just won the lottery.

But if [ were standing in front of the pearly gates and St. Peter were checking my

account, would I be found faithful in my friendship? Would he say, “There is joy abundant
and you missed out on that”? Or would he say, “You showed up when it was hard and the
dawn was far off”?

I’ve realized the gift of so many kinds of friendship lately, and I’ll take what I get, which is
folks who show up in the rain, and folks who show up in the sunshine, and folks who bring
umbrellas, and folks who bring casseroles.

May I do the same. From the blog: “Hold Fast to What is Good”
holdfasttowhatisgood.com
Rev. Beth Merrill Neel
Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Portland, OR


https://holdfasttowhatisgood.com/2016/10/07/foul-weather-friends/

NPC Worship and Picnic

A beautiful day for our 5th Annual Church Picnic.

Forty-two were in attendance and enjoyed
a wonderful service by Pastor Jenni .

We accepted a new member this Sunday -
Joni Paris, by transfer from another congregation,
and a special visit from our friend, Genny Pauley!

We enjoyed lunch and desserts. Thanks to all
those who came early to clean the tables and
set-up and those that stayed after to clean up.




Finance / Property / Stewardship Committee Report

FROM THE SESSION
Highlights of the Stated Session Meeting, June 21, 2026

1) We are excited to welcome Joanie Paris to the NPC family.

2) We are happy to announce that Chriss Burdis has agreed
to serve as the assistant treasurer.

3) The Congregational Life committee will be hosting a movie
night at the church on Saturday, August 15th.

Minutes summary by Michelle Williamson, Clerk

JULY
BIRTHDAYS

Zach Harber 2nd
Jack Peters 4th
Kerry Buddie 5th
Cheryl Emch 5th
Alan Gruber 7th




REMINDER:
Summer Office
Hours:

Office Closed
Mon &Tues

July 2026

Tue

Thu

7pm Choir
8pm AA

Sat

4 Independence
Day

5 Communion
10:15 Worship

12:30 VBC Worship

7pm Choir
8pm AA

11

Wedding VBC

12
10:15 Worship

12:30 VBC Worship

16

7pm Choir
8pm AA

19

10:15 Worship
11:30 Session
11:30 Deacons

12:30 VBC Worship

5:30 pm Women'’s
Book Club

23

7pm Choir
8pm AA

25

DAYCARE
Christmas in July
Pancake Breakfast
8-10am

26

10:15 Worship
11:30 Property &
Finance meeting

12:30 VBC Worship

7pm Choir
8pm AA




COMFORTING WORDS - WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
We are finishing off another year of great books with
Everything is Tuberculosis by John Green.

You’ll be amazed! Meet with us Tuesday, July 21, 5:30, t
o share in our impressions.
That evening we will also be choosing the books to read in the

coming year. After that, pick up a copy of

The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman, a reviewers
(T.V. and books) favorite. And, save Tuesday, September 1,
to share your thoughts.

All women are welcome for a fresh look at the reading from other Christian
women, and how it might relate to God’s Word. See you there!

WELCOME Karen Charbonneau

Chris Louis has been our church secretary /administrator
for 6 years. Chris has decided it's her time to retire from
this position. We appreciate Chris’ abilities and dedication
to our church body. Now Karen Charbonneau, a Saga-
more Hills resident has come to train with Chris and seeks
to learn all of the important responsibilities as our church
secretary.

WELCOME Karen!!! We at Northfield Presbyterian are joy-
ful and grateful you are in training for your future with us!

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION

The Women's Association is on their summer hiatus. We'll be
starting back up on the second Monday in September.

The Bible Study will start on September 14 at 10:00am in the
living area, and will be "Come to the Waters" by Judy Record
Fletcher. The rich imagery of water throughout the Bible helps
us understand and express our faith. Just as water nourishes
our bodies, so the scriptures on water nourish our souls.

Mark your calendars for the second Mondays from September
through May. Hope that you will consider joining us this coming
fall. Any questions, please see Kerry Buddie.

Even though the Women's Association is not meeting we are still collecting for TEAC.
In July we are collecting pet food and supplies for our furry friends. The food can be
bagged or canned (large bags will be broken down into smaller quantities).

Thanks for your continued support of this worthy organization in our community.




NOTEWORTHY NEWS - from Deacons for July

from Co-Moderators Barb and Stacy

CHANCEL: The curtains will remain green until All Saints Day on November 1st.

COMMUNION: There will be an Intinction Communion on July 5th, and Rev. Jenni will be supplying the
loaf of bread for the altar and pieces for dipping.

COFFEE HOUR: We greatly appreciate all the help from so many of you from the congregation who
have stepped up to help with the weekly coffee hours!

SPECIAL EVENTS/ NEW MEMBERS: We are excited to welcome Joni Paris as a new member of
Northfield Presbyterian Church. She was recognized at the annual summer picnic by those who attend-
ed. The picnic this year was a very well attended event, and we appreciate all the helping hands that
were involved in making this event a success. A great time was had by all!

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: All Deacons need to be signed up for Boundary and Ethics training by the
end of August. We will also be offering an opportunity for people to come to the church and participate
in the training together on Wednesday, October 21st from 4:00-8:00 PM.

NEW BUSINESS: We are considering the idea of checking on members of the congregation who live
alone on a more regular basis.

Our next meeting will be held on July 19th, the third Sunday of the month after the service.

THE WOMEN'’S ASSOCIATION:

Once again, The Women’s Association Is collecting

a new item category each month throughout 2026 to
help supply items not covered by SNAP benefits to
TEAC.

The most needed items: HYGIENE

Moderate Bladder Pads
Toothpaste

Super Plus Tampons
Razors Men's & Women's
Toothpaste

Liquid Hand Soap

2 in 1 Shampoo/
Conditioner

Body Wash

Mouthwash

FOOD

Fruit Cocktail

Canned Mandarin Oranges
Chunky PB

Broth-Chicken, Beef
Baked Beans (15 oz cans)
Canned Ravioli

Boxed Mashed Potatoes
Canned Spaghetti & Meatballs
Italian Salad Dressing
Pasta Sauce

Copies of the Woman’s Association calendar is on the Narthex table.




At the DAYCARE: A visit from the Police

The Sagamore Hills Police stopped by so the kids could see their police car

and help test the lights

The highlight of their visit was
K9 Annie, who quickly became a

favorite among the children. The officers introduced
Annie, explained her important role in law enforcement.
They answered plenty of great questions from the kids.

The children also had the opportunity to get an up-close look
at one of our police vehicles, explore its equipment, and learn
about the tools officers use to help keep our community safe.

...and it’s a Christmas in
JULY Pancake Breakfast
WITH Santa!

Saturday morning, July 25th will be
A Pancake breakfast fund-raiser with the
Daycare families in the Fellowship Hall.

The congregation is also invited to come -
$2 per family in advance or$5 per family
the day of the event.

You can have your picture taken with
Santa and Mrs. Claus and yes, Virginia,
there will be crafts!

There will be RSVP invitations on the
table in the Narthex.

Get up early on Saturday the 25th and
join the fun!



